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Preface to the Indian Edition

FROM AN INDIAMERICAN WITH GRATITUDE AND GRATTITUDE

Here is a little poem for Mother
My mother, your mother, our mother
The mother of a billion people on her land
The mother of millions of people outside her land
Mother India, my citizenship is American
But the blood you sent me with is Indian
So, as they say, am I an Indian American?
Or, am I an American of Indian origin?
I may be known as an Indian American
Or they may call me an American of Indian origin
But mother, I feel more like an IndiAmerican!
With the “Indian” fused into “American”
And I shall always be an IndiAmerican!
As my “Indian” is inseparable from my “American”
Or, for that matter, from any other “an!”

The above poem, which I call the “IndiAmerican Poem,” is a slightly modified ver-
sion of a poem I composed for the Republic Day in January 2006 and sent to the then-
President, Bharat Ratna, Dr A. P. J.Abdul Kalam. Dr Kalam was kind enough to send me
a brief letter, stating: Dear Prof. Rao, I was going through the poem composed by you,
“Mother, I am an IndiAmerican!” It is indeed very inspiring. My best wishes to you.Yours
Sincerely, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. The IndiAmerican Poem appeared in the Preface of the
Indian Edition of “Elements of Engineering Electromagnetics, Sixth Edition,” published
by Pearson Education in July 2006, and “dedicated to ‘the young minds that will take this
country to the greatest heights,’ in the words of the President of India, Bharat Ratna, Dr
A. P. J.Abdul Kalam, a fellow alumnus of the Madras Institute of Technology.”

As stated in the section on “Gratitude and Grattitude,” in which the word, “gratti-
tude,” is explained, I always believed in the power of education—transcending the
boundaries of national origin, race, and religion—to assure the future of the world.
When I left India for the United States of America in 1958, there were only a few techno-
logical institutions in a given state in India. I came with the solid foundation laid at my
alma mater, the Madras Institute of Technology (MIT), which to me is not just the MIT,
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the “Madras Institute of Technology” but the MIT, the “Mother Institute of Technology.”
I acquired more education at my alma mater in the United States of America, the
University of Washington (UW), and prospered in my profession of engineering educa-
tion at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). For all of this, I am
grateful to my two Lands, the land of my birth, India, for the foundation, and the land of
my work, America, for the prosperity. I would now like to share with you a fascinating
and heart-warming story because it has a bearing with my belief in the power of educa-
tion, before proceeding on to items of direct relevance to the subject matter of this book.

AMERICA, CHINA, AND INDIA

On April 18, 2006, while I was staying in the Le Meridien Hotel in New Delhi on one of
my trips to the motherland, along with my wife, I received an email from one of my for-
mer colleagues at UIUC and an emeritus faculty member, on some department busi-
ness. Along with it, he forwarded an e-mail from Da Hsuan Feng, then Vice President
for Research and Economic Development and Professor of Physics at the University of
Texas at Dallas, and now Senior Executive Vice President at National Chung Kung Uni-
versity in Tainan, Taiwan. Da Hsuan Feng was born in New Delhi in 1945 to Chinese
parents, when his father, Paul Kuo-Jin Feng, was stationed as a foreign correspondent.

Paul Kuo-Jin Feng died tragically when Da Hsuan Feng was a young boy so that
he knew little about what his father did, according to him. On the afternoon of April
18, 2006, it suddenly occurred to him that it might be interesting to google “Paul
Feng.” And he did just that and the results absolutely astounded him! It returned two
websites, both of which were the same. What came to him on his screen stunned him
so much that for a moment he was almost paralyzed! From an article, “Forging an
Asian identity,” by Manoj Das in The Hindu of January 7, 2001, he read the following:
Speaking to Mr. Paul Feng of the Central News Agency on January 20, 1946, Pundit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, said, “If China and India hold
together, the future of Asia is assured.” This holding together need not be confined to
diplomacy; it can, by all means, be a psychological force that can work wonders in the
realms of creativity...

Da Hsuan Feng was stunned that 60 years ago then, his father was THE person
who heard the profound statement—“If China and India hold together, the future of
Asia is assured”—from Pundit Nehru. I was in high school in 1946, and from 1947,
when I joined college in Madras, until I left India for the United States, I had several
occasions to see the revered Prime Minister. Since I received the e-mail when I was in
India in New Delhi in a hotel in a room overlooking the Parliament building and the
Presidential mansion, where I met President Kalam three times in the preceding five
months, the statement felt even more profound to me.

As I responded to my colleague with a copy to Da Hsuan Feng on April 20, 2006,
just before my departure back to the United States after a very successful trip, from
New Delhi: “Now, 60 years after that, that statement is even more significant. I would
go further and say, with utmost reverence to Pundit Nehru, that today, if America,
China, and India hold together, the future of the world is assured. In no other sphere
of endeavor is the ‘holding together’ more important than in the sphere of education,
because that is where future leaders are cultivated. It is in this regard that UIUC
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comes into the picture. And the reason I am here in India is on the matter of develop-
ing relations in India....”

It is my hope that this book and its original U.S. edition and its international ver-
sions serve as a contribution, however small, in this regard by propagating the knowl-
edge on the fundamentals of electromagnetics to students and academics throughout
the world, transcending the boundaries of national origin, race, and religion.

INDIAN EDITION VERSUS THE U.S. EDITION 

Differences in Terminology

This Indian edition bears the title, Fundamentals of Electromagnetics for Engineering,
whereas the original U.S. edition is entitled, Fundamentals of Electromagnetics for
Electrical and Computer Engineering, reflecting the differences in terminology associ-
ated with the use of the term, “electrical,” in the Indian and American systems of engi-
neering education. As is commonly known, in engineering education in the United
States of America, the term “electrical” refers to the totality of what are known in
India by the terms, “electrical,” “electronics,” and “communications.” In Indian engi-
neering education, following the British system, the use of “electrical” is generally con-
fined to the areas of power and energy systems and control. Because this book serves
the needs of all three of the engineering disciplines, “electrical,” “electronics,” and
“communications,” as well as the “computer engineering” discipline, in the Indian sys-
tem, it is titled, Fundamentals of Electromagnetics for Engineering.

The Terminology, “Electrical and Computer Engineering”

Because the term “electrical and computer engineering” is used in the rest of the front
matter of this book, it is of interest to elaborate upon this terminology. In engineering
departments in the United States educational institutions, electrical and computer
engineering is generally one academic department, although not in all institutions. The
name, ECEDHA, Electrical and Computer Engineering Department Heads Associa-
tion, reflects this situation. In the College of Engineering at the University of Illinois at
UIUC, the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE) offers two
undergraduate programs leading to the Bachelor of Science degrees: Electrical
Engineering and Computer Engineering. The following two paragraphs, taken from
the descriptions of these two undergraduate programs, provide an understanding of
the scope of these disciplines.

Scope of the Fields of Electrical Engineering and Computer Engineering

“A list of the twenty greatest engineering achievements of the twentieth century com-
piled by the National Academy of Engineering includes ten achievements primarily
related to the field of electrical engineering: electrification, electronics, radio and televi-
sion, computers, telephone, Internet, imaging, household appliances, health technologies,
and laser and fiber optics.The remaining achievements in the list—automobile, airplane,
water supply and distribution, agricultural mechanization, air conditioning and refrigera-
tion, highways, spacecraft, petroleum/petrochemical technologies, nuclear technologies,
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and high-performance materials—also require knowledge of electrical engineering to
differing degrees. In the twenty-first century, the discipline of electrical engineering con-
tinues to be one of the primary drivers of change and progress in technology and stan-
dards of living around the globe.”

“Computer engineering is a discipline that applies principles of physics and math-
ematics to the design, implementation, and analysis of computer and communication
systems. The discipline is broad, spanning topics as diverse as radio communications,
coding and encryption, computer architecture, testing and analysis of computer and
communication systems, vision, and robotics. A defining characteristic of the discipline
is its grounding in physical aspects of computer and communication systems. Comput-
er engineering concerns itself with development of devices that exploit physical phe-
nomena to store and process information, with the design of hardware that
incorporates such devices, and with software that takes advantage of this hardware’s
characteristics. It addresses problems in design, testing, and evaluation of system prop-
erties, such as reliability, and security. It is an exciting area to work in, one that has im-
mediate impact on the technology that shapes society today.”

The Illinois Curricula

Because of the fundamental nature of the subject of electromagnetics (EM) for elec-
trical engineering as well as for computer engineering, a course on it is required in
both programs. For the electrical engineering program, the core curriculum focuses on
fundamental electrical engineering knowledge: circuits, systems, electromagnetics,
solid state electronics, computer engineering, and design. A rich set of elective cours-
es permits students to select from collections of courses in seven areas of electrical
and computer engineering: bioengineering, acoustics, and magnetic resonance engi-
neering; circuits and signal processing; communication and control; computer engi-
neering; electromagnetics, optics, and remote sensing; microelectronics and quantum
electronics; power and energy systems. For the computer engineering program, the
core curriculum focuses on fundamental computer engineering knowledge: circuits,
systems, electromagnetics, computer engineering, solid state electronics, and comput-
er science. A rich set of elective courses permits students to concentrate in any sub-
discipline of computer engineering including computer systems; electronic circuits;
networks; engineering applications; software, languages, and theory; and algorithms
and mathematical tools.

We shall hereafter use the term, “electrical and computer engineering,” to mean
the totality of the three engineering disciplines, “electrical,” “electronics,” and “com-
munications,” and the “computer engineering” discipline, in the Indian system.

ON THE APPROACH USED IN THIS BOOK FOR TEACHING ELECTROMAGNETICS

Electromagnetics Courses and Textbooks

In the context of a course offering or the title of a textbook, the term, “electromagnet-
ics,” is freely interchanged with “electromagnetic theory,” “electricity and magnetism,”
“electric and magnetic fields,” “electromagnetic fields,” “electromagnetic fields and
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waves,” and so on. Introductory textbooks on engineering electromagnetics can be
classified broadly into three categories:

1. One-semester textbooks based on a traditional approach of covering essentially
electrostatics and magnetostatics, and culminating in Maxwell’s equations and
some discussion of their applications.

2. Two-semester textbooks, with the first half or more covering electrostatics and
magnetostatics, as in category 1, and the remainder devoted to topics associated
with electromagnetic waves.

3. One- or two-semester textbooks that deviate from the traditional approach, with
the degree and nature of the deviation dependent on the author.

This book, a one-semester book, belongs to category 3. The teaching of the
course, using books in categories 1 and 2 is heavy on static electric and magnetic fields
prior to introducing Maxwell’s equations for time-varying fields and wave propaga-
tion. As explained in the preface, this book deviates from that approach, with the devi-
ation originating in 1977, by introducing Maxwell’s equations for time-varying fields at
the outset.

About Electromagnetics

By the very nature of the word, electromagnetics implies having to do with a pheno-
menon involving both electric and magnetic fields and furthermore coupled. This is in-
deed the case when the situation is dynamic, that is, time-varying, because time-varying
electric and magnetic fields are interdependent, with one field producing the other. In
other words, a time-varying electric field or a time-varying magnetic field cannot exist
alone; the two fields coexist in time and space, with the space-variation of one field
governed by the time-variation of the second field. This is the essence of Faraday’s law
and Ampere’s circuital law, the first two of the four Maxwell’s equations.

Faraday’s law says that a time-varying magnetic field gives rise to an electric
field, the space-variation of which is related to the time-variation of the magnetic field.
Ampere’s circuital law tells us that a time-varying electric field produces a magnetic
field, the space variation of which is related to the time-variation of the electric field.
Thus, if one time-varying field is generated, it produces the second one, which, in turn,
gives rise to the first one, and so on, which is the phenomenon of electromagnetic wave
propagation, characterized by time delay of propagation of signals. In addition,
Ampere’s circuital law tells us that an electric current produces a magnetic field, so
that a time-varying current source results in a time-varying magnetic field, beginning
the process of one field generating the second.

Only when the fields are not changing with time, that is, for the static case, they
are independent; a static electric field or a static magnetic field can exist alone, with the
exception of one case in which there is a one-way coupling, electric field resulting in
magnetic field, but not the other way. Thus, in the entire frequency spectrum, except
for dc, all electrical phenomena are, in the strictest sense, governed by interdependent
electric and magnetic fields, or electromagnetic fields. However, at low frequencies,
an approximation, known as the qusistatic approximation, can be made in which the
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time-varying fields in a physical structure are approximated to have the same spatial
variations as the static fields in the structure obtained by setting the source frequency
equal to zero. Thus, although the actual situation in the structure is one of electromag-
netic wave nature, it is approximated by a dynamic but not wavelike nature.As the fre-
quency becomes higher and higher, this approximation violates the actual situation
more and more, and it becomes increasingly necessary to consider the wave solution.

Historical Development of Technologies and Teaching of Electromagnetics

Historically, the development of major technologies based on Maxwell’s equations
occurred in the sequence of electrically and magnetically based technologies (electro-
mechanics and electrical power) in the nineteenth century; electronics hardware and
software in the twentieth century; and photonics technologies, entering into the
twenty-first century. The teaching of electromagnetics evolved following this
sequence, that is, beginning with a course on electrostatics, magnetostatics, energy and
forces, and in some cases quasistatic fields, followed by Maxwell’s equations for time-
varying fields and an introduction to electromagnetic waves. This course was then fol-
lowed by one or more courses on transmission lines, electromagnetic waves,
waveguides and antennas. In fact, when I joined the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in 1965, a three-semester sequence of courses in electromagnetics (Elec-
tric and Magnetic Fields, Transmission Lines, and Electromagnetic Fields) for a total
of nine credit-hours, were required in the Electrical Engineering (EE) curriculum of a
total of 145 credit-hours. The treatment of material in this manner in the first course
was largely due to development and application of electrical machinery. The course
on transmission lines was to extend the low frequency (lumped) circuit theory, into
the high frequency regime by beginning with the introduction of transmission line as
a distributed circuit. The third course was then based on full electromagnetic wave
solution of Maxwell’s equations.

Principal Drawback of the Traditional, Inductive, Approach

In 1973, the Computer Engineering curriculum (CompE) was introduced, and the total
number of credit-hours were decreased to 124 credit-hours (now 128 credit-hours) for
both curricula. Only one course in electromagnetics, the first of the above three-course
sequence, was required in both curricula, with the remaining courses moved to elective
status. Soon, this was found to be unsuitable, because the course was based on the in-
ductive approach, that is, an approach consisting of developing general principles from
particular facts, which in this case was developing complete set of Maxwell’s equations
beginning with the particular laws of static fields. Since much time was taken up for
the coverage of static fields before getting to the complete set of Maxwell’s equations,
the time was cut short for the more useful material, centered on electromagnetic
waves. This principal drawback of the traditional approach of teaching electromagnet-
ics was unnecessarily aggravating for both curricula, because students were already ex-
posed to the traditional treatment in a prerequisite physics course on electricity and
magnetism. It was further aggravating for the Computer Engineering curriculum, be-
cause generally that was the only EM course they would take, whereas the EE students
would take one or more of the remaining courses as electives.
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Elimination of the Drawback by Using the Deductive 
Approach and Implementation

To resolve this problem, without having separate courses for the two curricula (EE and
CompE), a new completely revised course was created based on the deductive
approach, that is, an approach in which one begins with the general principles that are
accepted as true and then applies it to particular cases, which in this case was beginning
with the complete set of Maxwell’s equations for time-varying fields and then develop-
ing their applications, as well as considering special cases of static and quasistatic fields.

Electromagnetic theory, which is extremely elegant in structure and uniquely rigor-
ous in formulation, is a truly fascinating subject. For those interested in getting enlight-
ened from this cultural aspect, the traditional, inductive, approach is the best, which is
what I have done with the publication of my first book, Basic Electromagnetics with
Applications, as early as in 1972, and with which I continue to be fascinated. Practical
considerations described above made me stretch this fascination for the benefit of the
modern day curricula and write my second book, Elements of Engineering Electromag-
netics, using the deductive approach.The first edition of this book was published in 1977,
only five years after the publication of the first book, “breaking with the tradition.” At
that time, it was a one-semester textbook. From 1977 to date, this deductive approach
served the needs of the Illinois curricula well by imparting to students the elements of
engineering electromagnetics that (a) constitute the foundation for preparing the EE
majors to take follow-on courses, and (b) represent the essentials for the CompE majors
taking this course only. The subsequent editions of the book were expanded for a two-
semester coverage, but retaining the deductive approach in the beginning chapters for
the first course and adding material in the later chapters for a follow-on elective course
for EE students. Thus, the principal drawback of the traditional approach has been elim-
inated and shown to be successful by the experience of over more than 30 years.

Using the Deductive Approach for Further Benefit in This Book

A significant secondary drawback of the traditional treatment is that, generally, trans-
mission lines are introduced from the circuit equivalent point of view and then fol-
lowed by the treatment of electromagnetic waves. This creates a lack of appreciation
of the fact that transmission lines are actually physical structures in which electromag-
netic waves propagate, except that they are represented by (distributed) circuit equiv-
alents, let alone that (lumped) circuit elements themselves arise from approximations
of dynamic field solutions for frequencies low enough that wave propagation effects
are negligible. From the very outset, including even in the 1972 book, I have always
introduced electromagnetic waves first and then only transmission lines from the field
aspect, deriving from the field equations the circuit equations and the equivalent cir-
cuit. An understanding based on this approach has become increasingly important
with the applications extending farther and farther in frequency along the spectrum.

In this book, I have further stretched my fascination with the subject of electromag-
netics by taking the usefulness of the deductive approach one step further by following it
with the thread of statics-quasistatics-waves. In this treatment, first electromagnetic
wave propagation is introduced by solving Maxwell’s equations for time-varying fields.
This provides appreciation of the fact that regardless of how low the frequency is, as long
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as it is nonzero, the phenomenon is one of electromagnetic waves, resulting from the in-
terdependence of time-varying electric and magnetic fields. Then, the thread of statics-
quasistatics-waves is used to bring out the frequency-behavior of physical structures.

The thread of statics-quasistatics-waves consists of first studying static fields by set-
ting the time derivatives in Maxwell’s equations to zero, and introducing the (lumped) cir-
cuit elements, familiar in circuit theory, through the different classifications of static fields.
Then, quasistatic fields are studied as low-frequency extensions of static fields, as approxi-
mations to exact solutions of Maxwell’s equations for time-varying fields. For a given
physical structure, this is done by beginning with a time-varying field having the same spa-
tial characteristics as that of the static field solution for the structure, and obtaining field
solutions to Maxwell’s equations containing terms up to and including the first power
(which is the lowest power) in frequency, leading to the result that circuit representation
for the input behavior of the structure is the same as the circuit representation for the stat-
ic case. The thread is then continued by discussing that beyond this “quasistatic approxi-
mation,” the situation requires exact solution by simultaneous solution of Maxwell’s
equations, leading to waves and the “distributed circuit” concept of a transmission line.

Later on, during the discussion of transmission line analysis, the condition for the
validity of the quasistatic approximation, which is that the dimensions of the physical
structure are small compared to the wavelength corresponding to the frequency of oper-
ation, is derived, by considering the approximation of the exact solution for low frequen-
cies. In this manner, it becomes quite clear that, along the frequency spectrum, the
quasistatic behavior approached from the static (zero frequency) limit as an extension of
the static behavior to dynamic behavior of first order in frequency is the same as the low-
frequency behavior approached from the other (higher frequencies) side, by approximat-
ing the exact dynamic solution for low frequencies. This very important concept is not
always clearly understood or appreciated when the inductive approach is employed.

WHY IS EM FUNDAMENTAL TO ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING?

IEEE Logo

Very often, the question is asked why one should study EM as a required course for
all branches of electrical and computer engineering. In 1963, the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers (AIEE) and the Institute of Radio Engineers (IRE) were
merged into the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
The IEEE is a global nonprofit organization with over 375,000 members. It is “the
world’s leading professional association for the advancement of technology.” The
IEEE logo or badge is a merger of the badges of the two parent organizations. It con-
tains a vertical arrow surrounded by a circular arrow, within a kite-shaped border. No
letters clutter the badge because a badge without letters can be read in any language.
The AIEE badge had the kite shape which was meant to symbolize the kite from
Benjamin Franklin’s famous kite experiment to study electricity. The IRE badge had
the two arrows that symbolize the right hand rule of electromagnetism. Alternative-
ly, the vertical arrow can be thought of as representing one of the two fields, electric
or magnetic, and the circular arrow surrounding it representing the second field, pro-
duced by it, so that together they represent an electromagnetic field.
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Whether this logo of IEEE was intended to be a recognition of the fact that elec-
tromagnetics is fundamental to all of electrical and computer engineering, it is a fact
that all electrical phenomena are governed by the laws of electromagnetics, and hence,
the study of electromagnetics is essential to all branches of electrical and computer
engineering, and indirectly impacts many other branches. In the following, I present
the descriptions of the relevance of EM first in general and then by considering certain
specific areas of ECE, listed in alphabetical order. (This material is taken, with some
modification from the Indian Edition of Elements of Engineering Electromagnetics,
Sixth Edition, Pearson Education, 2006.)

General

Many laws in circuit theory are derived from the laws of EM. The increased clock rates
of computers dictate that the manipulation of electrical signals in computer circuits and
chips be more and more in accordance with their electromagnetic nature, requiring a
fundamental understanding of EM. EM includes the study of antennas, wireless com-
munication systems, and radar technologies. In turn, these technologies are supported
by microwave engineering, which is an important branch of EM. Traditionally, the un-
derstanding of EM phenomena has been aided by mathematical modeling, where solu-
tions to simplified models are sought for the understanding of complex phenomena.
The branch of mathematical modeling in EM has now been replaced by computational
electromagnetics where solutions to complex models can be sought efficiently. The use
of laws of EM also extends into the realms of remote sensing, subsurface sensing, optics,
power systems, EM sources at all frequencies, terahertz systems, and many other areas.
Understanding of electric fields is important for understanding the operating principles
of many semiconductor and nanotechnology devices. Electrical signals are conveyed as
electromagnetic waves, and hence, communications, control, and signal processing are
indirectly influenced by our understanding of the laws of EM. EM is also important 
in biomedical engineering, nondestructive testing, electromagnetic compatibility and
interference analysis, microelectromechanical systems, and many more areas.

Computer Systems

Computer systems and digital electronics are based on a hierarchy of abstractions and
approximations that manage the amount of complexity an engineer must consider at
any given time. At first glance, these abstractions might seem to make understanding
EM less important for a student or an engineer whose interests lie in the digital
domain. However, this is not the case. While the fields, vectors, and mathematical
expressions that describe EM structures are somewhat removed from the Boolean
logic, microprocessor instruction sets, and programming languages of computer sys-
tems, it is essential that computer engineers have both a qualitative and a quantitative
understanding of EM in order to evaluate which approximations and abstractions are
appropriate to any particular design. Choosing approximations that neglect important
factors can lead to designs that fail when implemented in hardware, and including
unimportant effects in calculations can significantly increase the amount of effort
required to design a system and/or obscure the impact of important parameters. A
computer engineer or digital system designer must be able to consider EM effects in
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order to build systems that meet their design requirements. As technology advances,
such cases will become more and more common, if for no other reason than the fact
that designers are continually driven to push the limits of a given integrated circuit fab-
rication technology in order to outperform their competition.To be successful, an engi-
neer must be not only a master of his or her specialty, but an expert in all of the areas
of electrical engineering that impact that specialty, including EM.

DSL Systems

Hundreds of millions of digital subscriber line (DSL) broadband access connections
are now in use around the globe. Such DSLs use the copper telephone-line twisted
pair at or near its fundamental data-carrying limits to effect the broadband service. A
twisted pair transmission line can be divided into a series of incrementally small cir-
cuits that are characterized by fundamental passive circuit elements of resistance (R),
inductance (L), capacitance (C), and conductance (G), sometimes known as the RLCG
parameters. These parameters often vary as a function of frequency also, and so such
models can be repeated at a set of frequencies over a band of use or interest, which is
typically 500 kHz to up to as much as 30 MHz in DSL systems. EM theory and, in par-
ticular, the basic Maxwell’s equations essentially allow the construction of these incre-
mental circuits and their cascade, allowing calculation of the various transfer functions
and impedances and then characterize the achievable data rates of the DSL. Of signif-
icant interest is the subsequent use of such theory to model an entire binder of copper-
twisted pairs using vector/matrix generalizations of the simple isolated transmission
lines. The modeling of “crosstalk” between the individual lines is important to under-
standing the limits of transmission of all the lines within the binder and their mutual
effects upon one another. EM theory fundamentally allows such characterization and
the calculation of the impact of the various transmission lines upon one another. EM
theory is, thus, fundamental to understanding of and design thereupon of DSL systems.

Electrical Power and Energy Systems

The use of electricity for generation, transport, and conversion of energy is a dominant
factor in the global economy. EM theory is an essential basis for understanding the
devices, methods, and systems used for electrical energy. Both electric and magnetic
fields are defined in terms of the forces they produce. A strong grasp of fields is essential
to the study of electromechanics—the use of fields to create forces and motion to do use-
ful work. In electromechanics, engineers design and use magnetic field arrangements to
create electric machines, transformers, inductors, and related devices that are central to
electric power systems. In microelectromechanical systems (MEMS), engineers use both
magnetic and electric fields for motion control at size scales down to nanometers. At the
opposite end of the size scale, electric fields must be managed carefully in the enormous
power transmission grid that supplies energy to cities and towns around the world.
Today’s transmission towers carry up to a million volts and thousands of amps on each
conductor. The lines they carry can be millions of meters long. EM theory is a vital tool
for the design and operation of these lines and the many devices needed to connect to
them. All engineering study related to electrical energy and power relies on key
concepts from EM theory. In the future, society needs more efficient energy processing,
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expanded use of alternative energy resources, more sophisticated control capabilities in
the power grid, and better industrial processes. EM represents an essential and funda-
mental background that underlies future advances in energy systems.

Electromagnetic Compatibility 

We live in an increasingly “spectrally rich” EM environment. The potential for a prod-
uct to interfere with other devices, or to be interfered with by neighboring electronic
systems, is ever increasing. Coupled with this is that increasingly stringent RF emission
regulatory standards must be satisfied before a product may be marketed. The electri-
cal or computer engineer of today must know how to design “electromagnetically com-
patible” (EMC) systems that perform their intended function even in the presence of
unintended EM radiation from nearby electronic equipment. Likewise, he or she must
know how to design systems that do not themselves pollute the EM spectrum further.
The only way this can be done is through a solid understanding of electric fields, mag-
netic fields, electromagnetic wave propagation, signal-coupling mechanisms, and filter-
ing, shielding, and grounding techniques.

High-frequency Electronics 

As information technology continues into the realm of ever higher frequencies, circuits
and devices must be designed with an ever keener awareness of EM. At frequencies
higher than a few gigahertz, electronic devices can no longer be treated as simple
lumped components. Rather, they become enmeshed in a complex web of
interconnected phenomena—all of them determined by the laws of EM. High frequen-
cy means short wavelength, and as wavelength diminishes to the point where it is com-
parable to integrated circuit dimensions, EM phenomena called transmission line effects
become critical. These effects include conductor loss, dielectric loss, and radiation loss.
They are a signal’s worst enemies. The radio-frequency or microwave circuit designer
must lay out transmission lines to achieve optimal matching conditions among parts of
the circuit and to limit the signal attenuation caused by transmission line effects.

Integrated Circuit (IC) Design

Electrical signals move from one part of an IC to another according to the laws of EM.
Unwanted coupling of electrical signals from different parts of an IC can be explained,
and solved, only through recourse to fundamental knowledge about EM. Engineers
who specialize in both communications and circuits must bring their EM knowledge to
bear on their system design. If the components are not electromagnetically compatible,
the system will not function.

Lasers, Fiber Optics, and Optoelectronics

During the past few decades, the invention of lasers and low-loss optical fibers has revolu-
tionized the use of optical communication technologies for high-speed Internet.
Although stimulated absorption and emission of photons may require a quantum
mechanical description of the photon-electron interaction, classical EM plays a crucial
role in understanding the system because light follows the theory of EM waves for most of
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the guided wave phenomena. In the study of optical communication systems, four impor-
tant areas of devices are required: generation of light (semiconductor lasers, light-emitting
diodes or LEDs, and erbium-doped fiber optical amplifiers), modulation of light (electro-
optical modulators, electro-absorption modulators, and optical phase modulators), propa-
gation of light (optical fibers, and optical dielectric waveguides), and detection of light
(semiconductor photodetectors).The growing demand for ultra-high-bandwidth Internet
technologies requires researchers and engineers to develop novel devices for the genera-
tion, propagation, modulation, and detection of light. Knowing EM is a necessity because
the wave nature of light plays a vital role in all the above devices.

Medical and Biomedical Imaging

Light, and its interactions with biological tissues and cells, has the potential to provide
helpful diagnostic information about structure and function. The study of EM is essen-
tial to understanding the properties of light, its propagation through tissue, scattering
and absorption effects, and changes in the state of polarization. The spectroscopic
(wavelength) content of light provides a new dimension of diagnostic information
since many of the constituents of biological tissue, such as hemoglobin in blood,
melanin in skin, and ubiquitous water, have wavelength-dependent optical properties
over the visible and near-infrared EM spectrum. The study of EM has direct relevance
to understanding how light interacts with tissue, and novel technology for medical and
biological imaging can be developed based on these EM principles.

Mobile Communication

In 1864, Maxwell predicted the existence of the EM waves by logically examining the
known experimental laws: Faraday’s law, Ampere’s law, Gauss’ law and the charge con-
servation law. Maxwell’s prediction was verified by Hertz in 1887 when he propagated
an electric spark across his laboratory. Within a few years of Hertz’s experiment, Mar-
coni demonstrated the potential application of EM waves for communication by suc-
cessfully propagating a telegraphic signal across the Atlantic. He coined the term
“wireless,” when he established his Wireless Telegraph and Signal Company in 1897, and
wireless communication took off. For many years, radio signals bouncing off the iono-
sphere became the main carrier of the global communication networks, connecting peo-
ple and institutions across the continents. In the 1960s, when the world moved into the
space age, satellite communication was introduced which offered faster, better and
more reliable services. With this new development, the future of wireless communica-
tion was considered very promising. However, without much warning, the optical fiber
came along. Broader bandwidth, more secure communication and lower costs of the op-
tical systems made satellite communication a less attractive choice.The world seemed to
be moving back to cable communication. For the two decades in the 1970s and 80s, wire-
less almost became obsolete.Then mobile communication appeared and all of a sudden,
thanks to the miniaturization of the devices, we are in the era of personal communica-
tion. Wireless is back. New applications are coming out almost every month. It now
seems that people’s communication needs can no longer be satisfied by mobility alone.
They require ubiquity which most likely can only be provided by an innovative wireless
environment.
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Remote Sensing

The attribute of EM waves to carry energy and information from one point in space
(the sender) to another point (the receiver) also makes them a good tool for probing
something from a distance. Radar was invented in the 1930s using precisely this prop-
erty of radio waves (a subset of EM waves). Later, this new application of EM waves
developed into a thriving new discipline called “remote sensing.” New active and pas-
sive devices and systems have been invented to improve remote sensing capabilities.
Nowadays data from various remote sensing techniques and equipments provide peo-
ple with the necessary information to monitor the status of the global environment, in-
formation vital to our pursuit of the sustainable development of human society.

Signal Processing

The vast majority of signals processed in high-tech systems and components are EM
waves. Engineers must know how to model signal propagation in the physical medium
of interest, be it optical fiber, coaxial cable, twisted pair wires, or in the air. Communi-
cation system designers employ this knowledge to design algorithms and architectures
for transmitting data reliably over a noisy channel.

CONCLUSION

In this preface to the Indian Edition, I have used the word, “fascinating,” several times.
My dictionary defines “fascinating” as “captivating; enchanting; charming.” Whether it
is captivating, enchanting, or charming, fascination with the subject of electromagnetics
has led me to recognizing a parallel between the guiding principles of my life, the set of
four principles from the Upanishads, and the guiding equations of my work, the set of
four Maxwell’s equations:

Matrudevo bhava! Revere the mother as God!

Pitrudevo bhava! Revere the father as God!

Acharyadevo bhava! Revere the preceptor as God

Atithidevo bhava! Revere the guest as God!⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

CS
B # dS = 0

CS
D # dS = LV

r dv

CC
H # dl = LS

J # dS +
d
dtLS

D # dS

CC
E # dl = -

d
dtLS

B # dS
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Besides the fact that both sets are four in number, the first two of the principles
from the Upanishads have to do with mother and father, whose interdependence is the
essence of life, whereas the first two of the four Maxwell’s equations have to do with
the interdependence of dynamic electric and magnetic fields, which is the essence of
electromagnetic waves. Whether you will find the subject of electromagnetics fascinat-
ing or not, I hope you will find this aspect of electromagnetics, which I call the “Mahat-
myam (greatness) of Maxwell’s equations,” fascinating! 

N. NARAYANA RAO
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